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Second Sunday of Advent 

315 Douglas Ave. E. 
Regina, Sask.   S4N 1H7 

Phone: 757-1325  Fax: 757-8641 
Rectory:  205-4784 

Fr. Thomas Email:  fr.tnguyen@gmail.com 
e-mail:holycrosschurch@sasktel.net 

www. holycrossregina.ca 
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Last June, when the King of Pop, Michael Jackson, died 
suddenly of cardiac arrest, his friends grieved that the 
world will now be deprived of the even more creative work 
he would have done in future. Franz Schubert, who wrote 
the “Unfinished Symphony” was another composer who 
died too soon. 
 

Whenever we are engaging in creative work—whether in 
the arts, sciences, the humanities, or raising a family—we 
are always envisioning and imagining something greater. 
Ultimately, all creativity is about having seen a glimpse of 
“Something” beyond.  So we yearn, and try, and fail, and 
try again to be part of that “Something” far greater than  
ourselves. 
 

It only makes sense, then, that if the Greatness that we 
yearn for is in the future, there is always an unfinished  
quality about everything we do. Young people especially 
hate their limitations and want to succeed quickly.  But 
struggle is part of every good work, and there is always a 

bittersweet feeling when we realize this truth.  Theologian 
Karl Rahner says it this way: "In the torment of the  
insufficiency of everything attainable, we come to  
understand that here, in this life, all symphonies remain  
unfinished." 
 

What did he just say?!  Fr. Rahner means that even after 
we have attained our greatest dreams, we find they are still 
insufficient…“to be tormented by restlessness is to be  
human.”  We are infinite beings living in a very finite world!  
But in Advent, the birth of Jesus confirms, too, that it is 
good to accept reality and be at peace with who are as  
humans.   
 

We are actually in exile from our true home.  So today we 
rejoice that, “When, from our exile, God brings us home 
again, we’ll think we’re dreaming!” 
�

Go forth to love and serve our God! 
�



COLLECTION REPORT   
November 28/29, 2009 
Sunday Envelopes – $4 070.02 
Loose Collection – $154.27 
50th Anniversary Building Fund – $180.00 
Christmas Hampers – $20.00  
Collection from Queen Victoria Estates – $98.00 

“but since you have plenty at this time, it is only fair 
that you should help those who are in need”  

2 Corinthians 8:13  
 

Thank you! 
 

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER :   
This week’s winner is Patricia Vass. 
 
CWL NEWS:  Next meeting is December 21 at 7:30 p.
m. 
 
K OF C:   
· Christmas Social is December 12, 6 p.m.  Phone Dan 

at 789-8967 to RSVP.  
·   Next meeting is December 21, at 7:30 p.m.  
 
NEEDED FOR THE POOR:  We are still in 
need of a double OR queen size bed, table and 
chairs and a artificial Christmas tree.  Please 

call the office if you can help out. 
 
DECORATING HELP:  Please come out on 
Dec. 20 at 1:00 p.m. to help decorate the 
church for Christmas. 

 
HOLY CROSS WHISK DRIVE:  Starting  
December 7, at  7 p.m.  Cost $2/person.  Cards 
will be played the first and last Monday of each month. 
Our sponsor this week is One Stop Vacuum.  
 
OPEN WOMEN’S RETREAT :  Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
This month’s topic is ‘WWJD:  What it Really Means to  
Follow Christ’  All women are welcome to come out and 
join us.  Sponsored by Regnum Christi. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY :  Please note:  There will be 
no Children’s Liturgy on December 26/27 or January 2/3.  
We will resume January 9/10.  
 
FR. MICHAEL HOGAN :  Will be invested as a  
Monsignor with the title, Protonotary Apostolic 
‘soprannumerarius’.  You are invited to this solemn  
Celebration of the Liturgy on December 8 at 10:30 a.m.   
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CD SPOTLIGHT:  “ Why a Protestant Pastor 
Became Catholic”              Dr. Schott Hahn 
This amazing testimony of a former Presbyterian minister 
turned Catholic has become legendary.  Dr. Scott Hahn 
was militantly anti-Catholic but self-driven to seek the 
truth, and this ultimately led him into the Catholic Church.  
He soon became an ardent defender of the Faith and one 
of its most passionate promoters.  His journey of faith 
helps us better understand and appreciate Catholicism. 
 

Donations of $5.00/CD support this program which is 
available to all our parishioners. 

 
 
 

Did you know ?  
Girls were welcomed as Altar Servers in 1985. 
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CONFIRMATION NIGHTS 
Confirmation nights are for candiadate and family.  
Meetings begin with 5 p.m. Mass in the church. 
 

Candidates will be expected to attend the meetings on the 
following dates from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Familes are invited 
to stay the whole time to partake in a Mathew Kelly series 
or just until the supper is finished at  7 p.m. 
 

Meetings:  February to June 2010 
February 6 and 20                     March 6 and 20 
Apirl 17                                     May 1 and 15 
 

Retreats for candidates:   
April 1,  5 p.m. to April 2 at 5 p.m.  Tritiuum Retreat (or 
ten hours of community service) 
May 28/29 Confirmation retreat (Mandatory) 
 

Confirmation Celebration:  TBA  
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Dec. 6         7:00 p.m.  Parish Reconciliation Celebration 
 

Dec. 24       5:00 p.m. (especially for families with young children)    

                         8:00 p.m. 
 

Dec. 25       10:00 a.m. 
 

Dec. 31       5:00 p.m.  
Jan. 1         10:00 a.m. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  

 

Any one interested in playing an  
instrument or singing at the Christmas 
Eve mass at 5:00 p.m.  please join us.  
If you can help out, please call the  
parish office. 



ARCHDIOCESAN HISTORY BITES FOR DECEMBER 
 

Below is a list of various events of interest and historical significance throughout the Archdiocese 
of Regina.  Most took place during the past one hundred years, but a few took place even before 
the Archdiocese was officially founded.   

 

-Dec. 4, 1915:  Pope Benedict XV raises Regina to an archdiocese 
-Dec. 14, 1918:  College catholique of Gravelbourg welcomes first students 
Dec. 15, 1905:  St. Raphael’s Convent school is founded in Wolsely by the Sisters of Our Lady of 
the Missions 
Dec. 16, 1934:  Archbishop McGuigan appointed Archbishop of Toronto 
Dec. 4, 1947:  Archbishop O’Neill appointed as Archbishop of Regina. He had fought in World Way I and received 
the Order of the British Empire for his service as a military chaplain during World War II 
Dec. 12, 1973:  Archbishop Halpin installed as the fifth Archbishop of Regina. 
Dec. 15, 1917:  College Mathieu de Gravelbourg is founded by Archbishop Mathieu. 
Dec. 20, 1913:  St. Henry’s Roman Catholic Separate School Division #5 is established 
Dec. 24, 1853:  Archbishop Mathieu born in Quebec City. 

Christmas Flowers for Holy Cross Church 
 
Parishioner’s Name:                                                      
            
 
Phone:                                            
 
Env. #                         Amount Enclosed             
 
Please publish my gift in the Christmas bulletin. yes/no 

 
Donations toward Christmas Flowers for the Church: 
 

In memory of:                                                       
                      (name of deceased loved one) 
or 

In honour of:                                                        
                             (name of living loved one) 
 

Through the kindness of:                                      
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Grades 6-9 are invited on December 19, 8 p.m. to  
December 20 at 10 a.m.  Games, midnight baking,  

decorating, movies and fun.  Cost $10.   
 

If you are in Grades 10-12 and are in 
need of service hours, you can  

volunteer to help with this event. 
 

To register please call the parish office    
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Sun., Dec. 13, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Upper Gerein Centre 

 

Join with parishioners and neighbours in our  
community for a time of Christmas activities,  

carols and refreshments. Meet with those  
receiving our hamper gifts. 

 

Potluck Lunch:   
Please bring either sandwiches, cheese & crackers,  

or Christmas oranges. 
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Celebrating “Faith Alive” in our Families 
December : Advent– A  Time of Preparation  

 

When two families merge to form one household, it is important for each person to feel like 
they belong and to connect in some way with one another. Both of us have brought the  
tradition of the Advent Wreath to our home. Each Sunday dinner, amidst the noise of nine of us  
gathering and talking, we light one candle, and we pray and remember the preparation that must take 
place in our hearts for the coming of the Saviour. Christ is very present in our home and especially 
when we “break our own bread”. We are developing new traditions that we and our children can look 
forward to with more anticipation than to just what is under the tree.  
 

Mike and Sandra Morris and Family	
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NEEDED: 
· Food for hampers:  Rice, pasta, jello, peanut     

butter, jam, cake/cookies/candy, hot chocolate and 
juice in packages for easy distribution and canned 
goods such as: soup, fruit, cranberry sauce, milk, 
meat/fish, beans/vegetables, and tomatoes.       
Turkeys and oranges are purchased with money       
donated by parishioners.  (If you wish to donate 
money, put it into the Sun. collection marked 
“Christmas Hampers“) We are also 
collecting 2010 calendars for the 
hampers. 

· Volunteers  to help with hamper 
packing Dec. 19,  9 a.m. 

· Gifts  wrapped, labeled & returned 
no later than Dec. 13.  

 

WARNING: ADVENT VIRUS  

 

Be on the alert for symptoms of inner 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The hearts of 
a great many have already been exposed 

to this  virus and it is possible it will spread in  
epidemic proportions. Some signs and symptoms of The 
Advent Virus:  
 
· An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment 
· A loss of interest in judging other people.  
· A loss of interest in criticism.  
· A loss of interest in conflict.  
· A loss of the ability to worry.  
· Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.  
· Contented feelings of connectedness with others 

and nature.  
· Frequent attacks of smiling.  
· An increasing tendency to let things happen rather 

than make them happen.  
· Increased susceptibility to love extended by others 

and an uncontrollable urge to do the same.  
 
 

Please send this warning out to all your friends. This virus 
can and has affected many systems. Some systems have 
been completely cleaned out because of it. 
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Congratulations to the following students who celebrated the sacrament of  
First Reconciliation on November 28th and December 6th.  
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2010 CALENDAR  
RAFFLE TICKETS 

$20.00 each 
With a Free 2010 calendar             

CALENDARS ARE $3.00 EACH WITHOUT A 
RAFFLE TICKET                                                                                               

 

   SLGA License # L09-0336 
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CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL SERVICE :  Speers  
Holiday Candlelight Memorial Service is being held Dec. 
6 at 2:00 p.m. at Speers Funeral Chapel.  Bring a friend 
or family member.  Service is free of charge and is open 
to anyone who has ever lost a loved one.  For more  
information visit www.speersfuneralchapel.com or call 
Crystal at 522-3232.  
 

 CANDLELIGHT SERVICE : Luther College High 
School is hosting Candlelight Services on Dec. 6 at 2:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the school gym.  Featuring Luther  
College Choirs & Hand bells.  Call 791-9160 for more  
information. 
 

CD RELEASE:  Christian recording artist, Denise 
Gerein, invites you to celebrate the release of her 2nd CD 
“Child of God”  on  December 13 from 7-9 p.m. at Holy 
Cross Church.  Come out and hear her new songs and 
join in fellowship and refreshments.  CD’s for sale:  $20 
each or two for $35 (cash or cheque only).  All are  
welcome!  Website:  www.denisegerein.ca 
 

YEAR OF THE PRIEST:  Come hear Father Louis Kim 
Nguyen‘s testimony on December 14 at 7 p.m. at Holy 
Family Parish followed by adoration with special inten-
tions for our Priests and for vocations.  Opportunity for si-
lent prayer and reflections followed by the Rosary.  Finish 
off the evening with refreshments and fellowship.  
 

CAMP MONAHAN:  Dec. 19 at The Lazy Owl (U or R 
Campus)  Tickets $25/each doors open 5:30 p.m. with 
roast beef dinner at 6:30 p.m.  Silent action, 50/50 draw, 
live entertainment by “Best Buddies Blues Band”, & 
dance.  Call Jen  924-4664 or email jen_resch@hotmail.
com prior to December 10. 
 

NATIONAL MARRIAGE CONFERENCE :  March 19-
20 in Saskatoon.  “A Time for Hope:  Finally, Good News 
about Marriage!”  Go to www.marriage2010.ca.  
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST:   
Seeking interested individuals, male and female, to  
participate for the 2010 season.  One performance on 
March 21 at the Conexus Art Centre, there may be more  
performances in March in other locations as well.   
Interested individuals can call 306-728-3617 or email 
champagneprj@sasktel.net prior to December 14. 
 

RETROUVAILLE :  Is your marriage tearing you apart? 
Know that there is hope.  April 24-26, Saskatoon,  call 
Ken at 306-652-7155 or email:  retroubaille@sasktel.net  
 

CAMPION COLLEGE CAMPAIGN :  For over 90 
years, Campion College has been providing our young 
people with a quality Catholic education in the Jesuit  
tradition.  Donations this year will help  make necessary 
repairs and enhancements to our Chapel.  For more  
information contact 586-4242 or www.campioncollege.ca 
 

December, 2009 
 

The world asks, ‘What does a man own?’ 
Christ asks, ‘How does he use it?’ 
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John the Baptist made ready the way  
of the Lord.  Who will make ready  

the way today?         Luke 3:1-6 



PARISH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK      
December 6-13, 2009 

SUN      Dec. 6            9:00, 11:00 a.m.             Mass   Advent II                                                  Church 
                                     7:00 p.m.                        Parish Reconciliation Celebration                       Church 
                                     9:00, 11:00 a.m.             CWL Bake Sale                                                 Upper Gerein 

MON      Dec. 7            7:00 p.m.                        Whisk Drive                                                        Upper Gerein 
Isaiah 35.1-10 

TUE       Dec. 8            7:00 p.m.                        Mass                                                                   Church 
Genesis 3.9-15, 20       7:30 p.m.                        Pastoral Council Meeting                                    Upper Gerein 
Ephesians 1.3-6, 11-12 

WED      Dec. 9            7:00 p.m.                        Mass                                                                   Church 
Isaiah 40.25-31            7:30 p.m.                        Choir Practice                                                     Church 
Matthew 11.28-30         7:30 p.m.                     Prayer Group Meeting                                  Upper Gerein  

THURS  Dec. 10          8:00 a.m.                        Mass (Gerry & Zela Maingot)                             Church 
Isaiah 41.13-20            8:30 a.m.                        Study Group                                                       Upper Gerein  
Matthew 11.11-15       7:00 p.m.                        RCIA                                                                  Upper Gerein           

FRI        Dec. 11          8:00 a.m.                        Mass                                                                   Church 
Isaiah 48.17-19 
Matthew 11.16-19                                   

SAT       Dec. 12          4:00 p.m.                        Reconciliation                                                     Church  
Zechariah 2.10-13        5:00 p.m.                        Mass                                                                   Church 
Luke 1.39-47                6:00 p.m.                        K of C Christmas Social                                      Upper Gerein 

SUN      Dec. 13          9:00, 11:00 a.m.             Mass   Advent III                                                  Church 
                                     2:00-4:00 p.m.                Family Christmas Party                                      Upper Gerein            
                                      

“ for whoever doubts is like a wave in the sea 
that is driven and blown about by the wind .”  

James 1:6 
 

Prayer Group Meeting: Wed., 7:30 p.m.  
 

If you are in need of prayer or know someone who is, please 
contact the prayer group (Homer: 789-4015) or leave a message 
with the office (757-1325).   

 

Prayers for Community Churches  

 
For the faith community of St. Philip  
Anglican Church that by their love  

and service others may come to know  
Jesus Christ. 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – 2nd Sunday (Third Sunday of Adven t) 

SCHEDULE OF MINISTERS 5:00 P.M. 9:00 A.M. 11:00 A.M. 

ALTAR SERVER Robyn Tocker Kevin Todd Natasha Bigeau 

GREETERS, READERS, 
COMMUNION MINISTERS 

Don & Mary-Anne Harazny 
789-6726 

Phyllis Kennedy 
789-3881 

Bernie & Sharie Ryma 
789-6811 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  Brenda Patenaude Jan Genert  Melanie Margang  

MUSICIANS/SINGERS Nikki Hauck Group Anthem Holy Cross Choir 

COLLECTION COUNTERS Team 1 Millie Miazga (Judy Miazga, Jim & Julie Tocker) 

READINGS (Cycle C) 
Pages 42-44 

FIRST READING 
Zephaniah 3.14-18a 

SECOND READING 
Philippians 4.4-7 

GOSPEL 
Luke 3.10-18 


