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Archbishop Donald Bolen 
Archdiocese of Regina 
PO Box 1546 Stn. Main. 
Regina, SK S4P 3C4 
 
 
Your Grace, 
 
 
In January 2023, Holy Cross submitted a 6-month report to December 2022 as requested by the tri-
parish consultation review. We are pleased to provide to you now a further 6-month report of our 
activities to June 2023. 
 

• Holy Cross continues its full Mass schedule on weekdays and on weekends, along with leaders 
of the Rosary before all Masses, followed by coffee gatherings in fellowship. We continued to 
manage the scheduling of Priests until the arrival of Fr. Lourdhu Bandhanadam for one month, 
and then Fr. Hyacinth Okafor for an additional month. They were welcomed and supported by 
the Liturgy Committee and Pastoral and Finance Councils. Fr. Hyacinth joined the Knights of 
Columbus Monsignor Gerein Council at an exemplification of charity, unity and fraternity 
ceremony held at Holy Cross on March 29. Holy Cross very much appreciated the assistance 
each Priest offered in leading our parish, and we will keep them in our prayers that God guide 
and bless them in their vocation. 

• In April, Holy Cross was so happy to receive its long-awaited permanent Priest Fr. Carlos 
Jimenez. We were informed that we were to share Fr. Carlos with St. Mary’s Parish and 
participated in discussions with St. Mary’s to plan what that would look like and what 
adjustments were needed. Holy Cross agreed to change its Sunday morning Mass from 9:30 to 
9:00 am in order that Fr. Carlos could also officiate the Sunday morning Mass at St. Mary’s. 
Holy Cross parishioners have adjusted to this schedule and things are going well. Our office 
staff has also offered St. Mary’s assistance with bookeeping and parish records. 

• With the arrival of Fr. Carlos, and the disappearance of Covid concerns, the Liturgy Committee 
announced the return to full Ministries for all Masses. With this, additional volunteers are 
required and that has provided an opportunity to invite parishioner participation and a return 
to the Mass. Each Ministry took the responsibility of leading the Stations of the Cross on the 
Fridays of Lent. In addition, we had the participation of the Girls’ Challenge Group at the Poor 
Man’s Supper and the Stations of the Cross. On March 10, Holy Cross organized a Lenten 
Reconciliation with five Priests joining us to offer the Sacrament. Volunteers attended the 
Chrism Mass and coordinated the Good Friday service of the Triduum and the Easter Vigil 
followed by a reception. 
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• The Liturgy Committee, Pastoral and Finance Councils, and the CWL and Knights of Columbus 
are holding regular meetings and organized year-end windups. 

• The CWL organized donations of winter clothing such as toques, mitts and scarves, which were 
given to St. Catherine and Holy Rosary community schools, and Carmichael Outreach. They 
also delivered over 60 dozen muffins to Sacred Heart School. They have awarded 50, 40 and 
25-year pins to long-standing members in recognition of service. Two of our CWL members sit 
on the Visitation House board. The CWL will announce shortly the recipient of their annual 
scholarship to a graduating high school student of Holy Cross. 

• The Knights of Columbus have hosted pancake breakfasts on the 3rd Sundays. They have 
hosted the Lenten Poor Man’s Suppers which were well attended, and collected 313 lbs of 
food through the Lenten food drive for the Marian Centre and Visitation House. They have 
participated in the fundraising campaign for the Vocations Endowment Fund. The Holy Cross 
Knights of Columbus Council received the provincial community service award at the Knights of 
Columbus provincial conference celebrating 100 years of service. 

• Holy Cross’s finances remain stable with a net profit of $2206.39 at the end of June 2023 (a 
mid-year financial report is attached). This is a result of the work and dedication of the 
Fundraising Committee and many volunteers, and generous donations from parishioners, 
especially during Christmas. Sunday Missals and the 2023 Calendar Raffle sales took place in 
the new year. A Late Winter Buffet was held at the Four Seasons restaurant with silent auction 
and raffle ticket sales. Holy Cross’s famous cabbage rolls were once again made in great 
quantities and were sold out even before they were done. And in June on a beautiful sunny 
day, the Cal Murphy Memorial Golf Tournament was held. 

• Holy Cross held its Annual General Meeting on April 23 with good attendance and discussions 
from parishioners, and at which Fr. Carlos was officially presented. We are encouraged by the 
addition of a few new members to our Pastoral Council. In addition to the Liturgy, Fundraising 
and Hospitality committees, we now have parishioners who have stepped forward to lead 
Social Action and Pro-Life committees, and new members at large. 

• Some house cleaning was done of our Gerein Centre’s kitchen, and in the spring the Challenge 
Girls’ Club cleaned up the flower beds and planted new flowers as part of their June 
Celebration of the Sacred Heart. 

• One of Holy Cross’ parishioners led a pilgrimage to Medjugorje in April, and another is being 
planned for October. 

• Another Bible study was held titled ‘Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John’. 

• Holy Cross has begun indigenous territory land acknowledgement on a regular basis, in the 
bulletin and before all Masses. It is a small gesture but works to keep this Call to Action in the 
forefront. 

• The Thursday morning after Mass coffee group assembled necklaces with the Miraculous 
Medal to be distributed to Catholic schools and First Nations reserves. 

• The Holy Cross office continues to mail out weekly Parish bulletins. The bulletin contains 
invitations to new parishioners, publishes information on ProLife actions, Catechism Lessons, 
Truth and Reconciliation information, Stewardship actions, Trauma and the itwewin Corner. 
The online bulletin contains live links leading readers to deeper reflections on these subjects. 
The bulletin also advertizes the many events occurring throughout the Archdiocese by Catholic 
Men’s, Women’s and Youth groups, on pilgrimages, camps and fundraising events. As well, a 
‘Parishioners’ Corner’ was added to the bulletin announcing joyous events such as birthdays 
and anniversaries, as well as sorrowful events such as deaths and illnesses, to keep 
parishioners connected and to ask for prayer. 
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• Petitions were presented for parishioners to sign in support asking provincial MLA’s to provide 
legislation protecting physicians and healthcare from becoming parties in MAiD, and telling the 
federal government to block Quebec’s College of Physicians and Surgeons’ recommendation to 
expand euthanasia to include babies up to a year in age for serious health reasons. 

• Holy Cross volunteers continue in their ministry joining Fr. Carlos in visiting and bringing 
Communion to shut-ins on First Fridays, and providing Lay Liturgy and Communion to Queen 
Victoria Estates and Victoria Park seniors’ homes. 

• A group gathering was organized to discuss Matthew Kelly’s book ‘Holy Moments’. 

• A parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish brought to Holy Cross Spiritual Warfare Kits for distribution. 

• And, Holy Cross was very honoured to host the special ceremony of Institution to Acolyte of 
Ken Fahlman and our Pastoral Assistant Martin Kondzielewski, and to have you in our 
presence. 

 
Holy Cross continues to be active. Every now and again we see new faces and returning 
parishioners in our congregation and this gives us hope. We have had the opportunity for 
discussion now with the start of a new year after our AGM, and with Fr. Carlos, our new shepherd. 
Future discussions are planned around rewriting Holy Cross’s Parish Constitution, around continued 
work towards Truth and Reconciliation, engaging Parish Pastoral Support Services, collaborating 
with St. Dominic School, and planning the next few years through the lens of our Vision statement 
Being Christ on Earth, and Bringing Christ to All. 
 
Now that we are at the start of summer, our parishioners are taking some time to rest and 
replenish in summer’s sunshine and warm weather. Meetings are scheduled to restart in August 
and September. 
 
Thank you, Your Grace, for the opportunity to provide you with this update, and for your guidance. 
 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Patrick McGinn Brigitte Leibel 
Chair, Pastoral Council Vice-Chair, Pastoral Council 
Holy Cross Parish Holy Cross Parish 
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