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FOURTH SUNDAY I N ADVENT
| sai ahl14 7: 1/0 -TRomdns WMa2¥t hew 1: 18
MONDAY

December 22
Advent Weekday
1Sm 1:24-28
Lk 1:46-56
TUESDAY
December 23
Advent Weekday
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
Lk 1:57-66
WEDNESDAY
December 24
Advent Weekday
2Sm 7:1-5,
8b-12, 14a, 16
Lk 1:67-79
THURSDAY
December 25
The Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas)
Is 52:7-10
Heb 1:1-6
Jn 1:1-18
or 1:1-5, 9-14
FRIDAY
December 26
St. Stephen,
the First Martyr
Acts 6:8-10;
7:54-59
Mt 10:17-22
SATURDAY
December 27
St. John, Apostle
and Evangelist
1Jn 1:1-4
Jn 20:1a, 2-8
SUNDAY
December 28
The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
Col 3:12-21
or 3:12-17
Mt 2:13-15,
19-23

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus.”

MATTHEW 1:20-21

Close Enough!

MIGUEL DULICK

tis the fourth Sunday of Advent. When

Christmas is this close, one takes that final leap.
Isaiah is centuries from Christmas, but he cannot
wait! He sees the “sign” as clear as day: “the young
woman, pregnant and about to bear a son” (Isaiah
7:14). And how about that Son! None other than
“Emmanuel” himself—God-With-Us! Paul, too, is

bursting at the seams! Inspired by what he calls “the

obedience of faith” (Romans 5), he is excited to see
the gospel thriving even among the Gentiles. For
him, the “Spirit of holiness” is a gift offered to all—
Christmas every day, you might say.

Speaking of “obedience of faith,” Joseph is the
perfect example. The word “obey” comes from
the same root as “to hear,” and Joseph has almost
supernatural ears! Matthew, the former tax
collector, tells “how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about” in today’s gospel reading like a bookkeeper—
the Holy Spirit in Column A, Joseph in

Column B, with Mary in the middle.
But when an angel whispers to
Joseph at night, his dream comes

true: “he took his wife into his home.”

o SCAN TO

Everything is set for Emmanuel! LEARN ABOUT
So, the Bible is brimming with AUTHOR
Christmas, that is, “God-With-Us,” DULICK

from end to end. And when a virgin can conceive,
are any of us exempt from “birthing” Jesus in

our midst? Even when a “happy holiday” seems
impossible in the midst of war or violence or
poverty, when our ears hear only silence, let’s sing
Christmas carols every day! ®

Reflect
How am I at listening? Can I find new insights
in old stories that I think I know so well?
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CALENDAR RAFFLBDWcNNMBRTr 14, 2025
Curtis & Leslie Nagel

MASS | NTENTI ONS FOROBECEMBER
SAT. Dec. PRI POPULO
Sun. Dec. F the repose of the soul of El aine Pitzel,
Tues |Dec. F¥ the repose of the soul of Viola Hordos, o]
Wed. Dec. F4 the repose of the soul of Violet Hor dos,
Thur Dec. |CHRI STMAS DAY
Fri. Dec. |[R®XI NG DAY
Sat. Dec. 27
Sun. Dec. F&8 the repose of the soul of Sheila Phillipmps
Tues |Dec. 30
Wed. [Dec. 31

PR& I FE NRHRWS

Holy Cross

A Win for Slovenia
Sl ovenia passed a eut han

response 6groupi pegani zed a . am-
paign and coll ected 46, 000 |Cf(eg]S1$20ing t he t
challenge the euthanasia | a a referendum. Th
53% to 47% victory overturn
once again protects Sloveni

The euthanasia bildl prop
similar Geat@Gamaddaa | aw.

Al ex Schafféobenga Rejects Eut

ing Ref @Eehtamasia Prevention Coa
2025
PI LGRI MAGE TO MEDJUGGORJE
Apriil6p 2026

Since 1981 and up to e pregp,_—ydo(gaghsprigégs
small wvillage in Bosni a erzegovigna .ha been
receiving a daily appari onS%WerEYeW1§n6T§QEﬁ25Vir i
Mary. Ma n arishioners r o i d otillel
par?/shes i?/\ Fhe Regina A hd‘in%ﬁ(?glggdlfqagvsgﬁssn%gdlde a
pil grimage such as this |i i @@ @ R e

The following are thih o FfIatig) PP e ol Gpsg ChrigmMgsPaE ¢ o e
and do: 1 draws open to every ticket holder

Daily Mass in St. Jamg 8 Lot@rhligense t5h5393

(Patron saint of pill at stocking

Rosary on Apparition Hi fers

Stations of the Cross Mountain

Visit to the Cenacol a aC T O _CEINLTE

Visit to the Castl e BOOK STUDY

Visit &G oMavalry e Book Stfrdhye fFor gooft

Professional Gui de by Matthew Kelly|i
I f you are interested in Ngl slcShe@ | EHISorPiglagiiyl
call Cat hl eern8-60redvor aojr, e3nfp6i | in the Gerein Cedt
cdevraj 48 @gmaitlhec Nmw Yedr . and meeting times
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From Father Carlos, Deacon Martin & Staff

We wish you all a very

Merry Christmas!

THE NATI VI TY OF THE LORD
| sai akh 62:/1 -ATt-88323: A6 -Maé&tt hew 1: 1

W

FOR
UNTOUS A

Cl ||LD : “We saw his star at its rising and
. - have come to do him homage.”
lS BORN .- ‘ - MATTHEW 2:2

UNTO US A SON

IS GIVEN

ISAIAH
O:6

Following Jesus Without
a Star to Guide Us

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

" w e saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark
that sent the Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky, interpreted as a sign of something

wonderful—in response, they changed direction in their lives and devoted themselves to a completely different

path. As wonderful as it might well be, a special star in the heavens is not the ordinary experience of how

we learn to follow the Lord or discern his will. If only there could be a sign in God’s universe for each of us,

beckoning us forward, clarifying what we need to do, setting down the path that needs to be
followed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or perhaps not?

Would it truly be less complicated if everything were made clear and certain? Is the
manifestation of God’s grace and blessings confined to the straight and narrow, or can we also

experience God in the chaos—"in the weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to suggest

LEARN ABOUT
that life is more “gray” than “black and white.” There is real grace in the journey, in making e e
mistakes, even in choosing something that is incomplete. Thankfully, God’s grace does not need COMMUNITY

perfection to be powerful. We can know and follow God’s will for us in the ordinary moments of day-to-day
living. We do not need the extraordinary or the dramatic. ®

atland
i oy
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
FOR ALL LITURGY MINISTRIES !
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Thuragan. For the intentions of Bill & Jan Genert
Fri Jan. 2
Sat Jan. PRO POPULO
Sun. Jan. [For the repose of the soul of Sheila Phillipgs
TuesJan. |FBor the health of Donna King and Marilyn dery
Wed. Jan. | 7
Thur g.an. 8
Fri Jan. |Por the repose of the soul of mary Jane Bogae
Sat Jan. |[PROD POPULO
Sun Jan. Fo¥ the repose of the soul of Ger i Huber , of|f

Happy New Year!

NEW YEBARDARYIGSOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER

Number s-2%: 22/ Gal ati/lan 1l4ukde 2: 16

MONDAY
January 5
St. John
Neumann, Bishop
1Jn3:22-4:6
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
TUESDAY
January 6
Christmas Weekday
1Jn4:7-10
Mk 6:34-44
WEDNESDAY
January 7
Christmas Weekday
1Jn4:11-18
Mk 6:45-52
THURSDAY
January 8
Christmas Weekday
1Jn419-5:4
Lk 4:14-22a
FRIDAY
January 9@
Christmas Weekday
1Jn5:5-13
Lk 5:12-16
SATURDAY
January 10
Christmas Weekday
1Jn5:14-21
Jn 3:22-30
SUNDAY
January 11

The Baptism
of the Lord

Is 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Mt 3:13-17

Embracing a Spirituality of Listening

he most treasured prayer of Jesus’ people has long been and remains the Shema: “Hear O Israel, the Lord

is God. The Lord is One.” Jewish spirituality is grounded not in seeing or touching or tasting, but in hearing.
No one exemplifies fidelity to this way of being in the world more than Joseph, as evidenced in today’s gospel.
Joseph is one who listens to what God’s messenger says to him and immediately acts on it. He responds to the
call to flee with Mary and Jesus to Egypt. Then, he responds to the call to return home with his
family to Israel. As many have noted, Joseph never speaks in Scripture, but he certainly listens, and
he certainly acts on what he hears.

Christmas is perhaps the noisiest season of the year. At gatherings of family and friends with

festive music in the background, it often feels as if we are shouting over one another to be

SCANTO
heard. It is a season when it can be hard to have deep conversations, even with God. Indeed, it LEARN ABOUT
2 5 c AUTHOR
can be such a busy season that sometimes our regular prayer practices fall by the wayside. But, ANN M.
GARRIDO

if we do not make space in our daily lives to listen, might we miss messages that are important,
even urgent, for us to hear, as in the case of today’s gospel? Messages that require immediate response? What
would it look like to carve out a bit of silence in this holiday season, to be like Joseph and reground yourself in a
spirituality of listening? @

Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, as in all wisdom you teach

and admonish one another, singing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs

with gratitude in your hearts to God.

COLOSSIANS 3:16

Reflect
Do I allow myself enough
silence, or am I tempted to fill
the silence with noise?

© 2025 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS *« A MINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS « IMAGE: PHOTO BY DUONG NHAN / PEXELS
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iWhen Joseph awoke, hecglrasggn
of the Lord had commandpd Hihm &
wife intodoMasthemel: 24 vol untteo
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revised Dec 19 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Dec 2025 Feb 2026
9:00 AM Mass 8:00 AMFirst 4:30 PM
SMT WT E S S MT W T F S Friday Adorafion Rosary/Confessions
i 28 455 I8 4 86 9 e
" = e = 9:00 AM Mass 5:00 PM Mass
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 8 9 10 11 12 18 14
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
21 22 923 4 95 96 D7 22 93 94 OS5 96 )7 I8
28 29 30 3]
8:35 AM 6:00 PM Adorafion & 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 4:30 PM
Rosary/Confessions Benediction Rosary/Confessions
7:00 PM K of C 4th 6:30 PM -9:00 PM
9:00 AM Mass 7:00 PM Mass Degree Executive Challenge Girls 5:00 PM Mass
1:00 PM Qu'Applle CWL bring in your meeting Tammie Milo
Lay service w muffins for School
Deacon Martin Lo
Anthem
. Bl:gﬁl:ﬁ ) G:OUBZM ﬁt_!otr_aion& 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 10:00 AM Mass at
osary/Conressions nediction J
_ _ 10:01 AM 6:00 PM K of C 4th 6:30 PM -2:00 PM SnnhEe Herme
9:00 AM Mass 7:00 PM Mass Communion at Degree Business Challenge Girls 4:30PM
Gerard counter 7:45 PM Pastoral Qu"Appelle House Meeting ReosaryConfessions
i i w Dolores -
Holy Cross Choir Council Meeting 5:00 PM Mass
Joyful Noise
8:35AM 4:30 PM Liturgy 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 4:30 PM
Rosary/Confessions Meeting Rosary/Confessions
6:30 PM -9:00 PM
9:00 AM Mass 6:00 PM A?or—aion& Challenge Girls 5:00 PM Mass
Anthem Eenediction Tammie Milo
K of C Pancake breakfast 7:00 PM Mass
= K. of C. Council
meeting after Mass
8:35 AM 6:00 PM Adorafion & 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 9:00 AM Mass 4:30 PM
Rosary/Confessions Benediction Rosary/Confessions
6:30 PM -9:00 PM
Gerard counter 7:45 PM Finance Anthem
Council Meeting
Joyful Noise




